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H,E.L. (with mock humility}: Much more than I

deserved.
E.G. A.L. (with a triumphant cackle]: I should hope

so!

In the year 1905 Bishop Percival suggested that I
should become Head Master of Clifton. I was much
honoured by the invitation which I understood that
he was in a position to give, and should very likely
have accepted it had he not mentioned, as an addi-
tional inducement, that there was a great opportunity
for social and municipal work in Bristol* I was
rather alarmed at the thought that this might be
expected of me, for I have always felt that a Head
Master ought to have quite enough to do in trying
to manage a school, and this combined with other
reasons to make me refuse. A new Head Master
had just been appointed at Eton, under whom
interesting developments seemed possible: I was
very happy in the work I had so recently begun and
not ambitious for a "wider sphere." So Clifton
escaped.1

It is difficult to say whether Uppingham's escape
was narrower or not, I was approached by a
representative of the Governing Body who gave me
to understand that if my name were submitted to

1 My brother-in-law, the new Head Master, cannot be blamed
for the decision: when his sister told him of it his only comment
was," Ah, my lass, no one ever yet hurt a place by leaving ill "